
Dear Fox Chapel Area Family, 
 
As you may be aware, the Fox Chapel Area School District administrative team is in the process 
of evaluating the district’s instructional models moving forward in anticipation of making a 
recommendation to the School Board for a vote during its virtual meeting on Monday, October 
12. (The meeting begins at 7 p.m. Directions on how to attend and/or participate in the meeting 
can be found here.) 
 
To help guide our decision, we are using anecdotal information from our first six weeks of 
school and are referring to information from the Pennsylvania Department of Education, the 
Pennsylvania Department of Health, and the Allegheny County Health Department, as well as 
these specific tools: 

● Pennsylvania Department of Health COVID-19 Early Warning Monitoring System 
Dashboard 

● Determining Instructional Models During the COVID-19 Pandemic Recommendations for 
Pre-K to 12 Schools (includes Level of Community Transmission Table) 

Our recommendation, just as all the others, will be shaped by our three guiding principles:  

● Ensure a strong educational program for any instructional model we choose to or are 
required to adopt. 
 

● Use evidence-based practices, such as wearing face coverings, washing hands, and 
minimizing exposure opportunities. 
 

● Provide as much flexibility to families as possible to choose an instructional model that 
they feel comfortable with for their children. 

While we know that any shift in instructional model won’t please all of our parents and 
guardians, please know that our administrative team is taking a thoughtful, deliberate approach 
to studying all of the potential scenarios and will make a recommendation that keeps the 
education of our students, as well as their safety, at the forefront of the process. 

In anticipation of a possible return to five days of in-person instruction for at least some of our 
students, we will be looking for parent/guardian volunteers who are interested in serving as 
lunch monitors. Information on how to become a volunteer can be found here. 

We are also continuing our mitigation efforts in regard to the legionella bacteria in the water 
systems at three of our buildings. An epidemiologist and a plumber from the Allegheny County 
Health Department visited the district on October 1 to consult with our staff. They suggested 
making some mechanical changes to four fixtures at the high school and two fixtures at O’Hara 
that tested positive for the bacteria. The district conducted further investigation at Kerr and will 
be replacing a water tank that was found to be malfunctioning. The work is scheduled over the 

https://www.fcasd.edu/Page/51
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Monitoring-Dashboard.aspx
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Monitoring-Dashboard.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/SchoolReopeningGuidance/ReopeningPreKto12/Pages/DeterminingInstructionalModels.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/SchoolReopeningGuidance/ReopeningPreKto12/Pages/DeterminingInstructionalModels.aspx
https://www.fcasd.edu/domain/86


weekends throughout this month, and the district will conduct follow-up testing on or about 
October 19. 

Again, thank you for your partnership as we work through these challenges. While we certainly 
experience our share of frustration and uncertainty, we are greatly buoyed by the fact that our 
students are participating in classes and continuing their learning despite these unpredictable 
times. 

Sincerely, 

Mary Catherine Reljac, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 

 

 

 


